PREMODERN and EARLY WORLDS
ACROSS the GLOBE

2021-2022

Our updated name reflects the desire to keep the former acronym of CMRS
in honor of the Center’s 58-year-long history of late antique, medieval, and
Renaissance studies. In order to counteract the varying periodizations
across the globe, which do not fit neatly along the European lines of division
of ancient and medieval and where parts of the world outside of Europe
often do not know a Renaissance, the best term that accommodates the
periods under the Center’s purview from the 3rd through the 17th century
CE is “early.”
Most importantly, the term “early” circumvents the problem of always
centering the earlier time periods in relation to “modernity” (as in “premodern”)
and thus avoids the pitfalls of teleology, of working on the presumption of
progress from the past to the present. It is important to note that the striking
formula of “early global studies” points to the study of unconnected and
weakly connected worlds before the global era and globalization. In that
sense, CMRS Center for Early Global Studies – by its size, by the excellence
of its faculty and their research – champions a new understanding of “global
studies.” That is, it promotes the “studies” of the “early global.”

Comparative Study
Scholarly Collaboration
Interdisciplinary Curricula
Digital Innovation & Exchange
Transdisciplinary Methodologies

The CMRS Center for Early Global Studies promotes and sustains
transdisciplinary studies of the period from late antiquity to the
early modern era across the globe.
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FIVE RESEARCH AXES DEFINE OUR INQUIRY
Sustainability-Repurposing This axis traverses work that addresses the use,
misuse, and re-use in and of the medieval and early modern world, from ideas
and goods to texts, objects and images. Topics may include ecologically-informed
criticism, interrogations of under- and over-consumption and (re)production
across environmental, economic, political, literary, scientific and artistic
frameworks, but also medievalisms.
Fluidity-Permanence: The fluidity/permanence axis gathers scholarship engaged
with materiality and technologies, from sea to city, from buildings to monuments,
from remains to relics, from raw materials to goods, from labor to product, from
cognition to the written word and image. Urban, maritime, intellectual, political,
and social history, for example, are all part of this axis, as they articulate and
negotiate their own stability and periodicity.
Bodies-Performance: Questions of intersectionality are central to medieval and
early modern identity. This axis convenes scholarship that addresses issues of class,
race, ethnicity, disability, and sexuality across pre- and early modern spaces. Work
on orality, theater, dance, music, sound studies, and also the medical humanities
and built environments, is fundamental to this axis.
Conversion-Mobility: The medieval and Renaissance worlds were rarely static, and
the crossing of imaginative and physical borders is a cornerstone of contemporary
scholarship on the past. This axis includes research within and across geographical
spaces (nations, regions, areas), across faiths and languages, across economies and
laws, as people, things, techniques, texts, and ideas travel and change.
Communication-Archive: The archive, the foundation of medieval and
Renaissance studies and a veritable technology of memory, is often an argument
for a particular view of the past. Language itself is an archive. Early printed books,
manuscripts, documents, libraries, and mnemotechnics can also offer space for
visions of the future of our disciplines. The archive, whether digital or analog,
can elicit an archeology of the long-standing structures that have shaped our
scholarship, explicitly and implicitly, and the ways those structures facilitate or
preclude communication.

THE CENTER’S GOALS
•

Stimulate and support the scholarship and research activities of its affiliated
faculty, associates, students, and scholars;

•

Foster and prepare the next generation of scholars and researchers by
providing educational opportunities and financial support; and,

•

Disseminate knowledge, encourage intellectual exchange, and promote late
antique, medieval, Renaissance and early modern studies at the campus,
local, regional, national, and global levels.
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DIRECTOR’S LETTER, FALL 2021
Over the past year and a half of the continuing
biggest upheaval – racial, social, political, health –
that we have known in our lifetimes, it was essential
to continue looking for an answer to the question I
asked a year ago: where and what is the center to the
Center? In response, our faculty, graduate students,
associates and affiliates, and friends of the Center
found ways to come together as a community, to
recenter, steady and reposition ourselves. Every two
weeks, we met in CMRS-specific events: Worksin-Progress Happy Hours, New Book Salons, the
CMRS Faculty-Graduate Student Reading Group.
You joined us for center-defining events and talks,
such as “1521: Making the World While Breaking the
World”; “Slavery’s Archive in the Premodern World,”
“Signs of Sex: Comparative Semiotics of Virginity in
the Greco-Roman, Jewish and Christian Worlds.” You
read our webpages and watched our podcast series
and YouTube channel in unprecedented numbers.
We discussed the lessons and uses of the past
in this uncertain present and the perspectives for
CMRS, one of the oldest UC Research Centers, in an
unknown future. Ultimately, as a collective of scholars
of the past, we have chosen boldly both the past and
the future. Together, faced with the globality of our
shared crises, when the center was burst open and
the ground pulled from under us, we found the axis to
the globe.
In 2021-2022, in the 59th year of its existence,
the Center for Medieval and Renaissance Studies
will become CMRS Center for Early Global Studies
(CMRS-CEGS).
Institutionally, CMRS-CEGS reflects and represents
UCLA’s diverse faculty and graduate student body
across a great variety of disciplines covering the
breadth of the globe in the time periods under
the Center’s purview from the 3rd to the 17th
century CE. In disciplinary terms, our fields have
undergone major changes in the last two decades,
reflected in transdisciplinary methodologies,
interdisciplinary curricula, digital innovation and
exchange, and scholarly collaboration, that allow
for comparative study of unconnected premodern
and early worlds and of connected early modern
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worlds across the globe. Socially, moving away
from traditionally European-identified fields of
medieval and Renaissance studies toward the
coverage of the globe in a manner that is inclusive
and methodologically sound is in line with UCLA’s
strategic goals of social justice, its Rising to the
Challenge initiative and commitment to become a
Hispanic-Serving Institution by 2025.
Our updated name reflects the desire to keep the
former acronym of CMRS in honor of the Center’s
58-year-long history of late antique, medieval and
Renaissance studies. In order to counteract the
varying periodizations across the globe, which do
not fit neatly along the European lines of division of
ancient and medieval and where parts of the world
outside of Europe often do not know a Renaissance,
the best term that accommodates the periods under
the Center’s purview from the 3rd through the 17th
century CE is “early.” Most importantly, the term
“early” circumvents the problem of always centering
the earlier time periods in relation to “modernity” (as in
“premodern”) and thus avoids the pitfalls of teleology,
of working on the presumption of progress from the
past to the present. Finally, it is important to note that
the striking formula of “early global studies” points
to the study of unconnected and weakly connected
worlds before the global era and globalization. In
that sense, CMRS Center for Early Global Studies
– by its size, by the excellence of its faculty and
their research – champions a new understanding of
“global studies.” That is, it promotes the “studies” of
the “early global.” And CMRS-CEGS does so early on
in the academic game of trends, pioneering a novel
institutional paradigm and institutionalizing a scholarly
model, which no comparable major research center or
program has done in North America.
CMRS-CEGS is thus uniquely positioned to take
a leading role in reconfiguring the face of North
American early and premodern studies. With its
five research axes plan, CMRS-CEGS has adopted
a “global” model that responds to the challenge
of regional world systems, that is, the plurality of
premodern and early worlds. CMRS-CEGS studies
a multi-centered world in which methodology and
comparison connect distinct areas of the globe.
This collaborative platform allows faculty studying
various parts of the globe over almost 1500 years

to exchange effectively from within their fields
or work together innovatively across them. This
approach provides the Center with an inclusive
and innovative model of combined disciplinarity
and transdisciplinarity. Connected methodologies
also enable transspatial (non-contiguous) and
transperiodic (non-continuous) study of the early
worlds. In our definition of connected methodologies
and epistemologies, “early global” is a paradigm and
a method of research deployed in order to gain the
experience of the time periods under our purview as
total social phenomena but also providing scholarly
disciplines with an inclusive model. Indeed, “early
global, early inclusive” can well be one of CMRSCEGS’s mottos.
In a historical twist, as is oft the case, the present
imitates the gestures of the past. Lynn White Jr.
argued for the establishment of CMRS in 1963
because “during the past two decades medieval and
Renaissance studies have both greatly broadened
and at times tended to converge. These movements
of scholarship have opened up new questions which
require a degree of collaboration among experts with
very diverse competencies such as could scarcely
have been envisaged a generation ago.” CMRSCEGS’s plans for the future align with his original
assessment that “the Middle Ages are no longer
an intelligible unit if defined simply as the phase
of Occidental culture extending from the victory of
Christianity to the overseas expansion of western
Europe,” a conception that he believed impacted
equally the understanding of the Renaissance and of
Antiquity in the world. “Functionally the old division
between medieval and Renaissance scholarship
has lost much of its significance. They are now a
unified field of investigation. The new view of the
Middle Ages and Renaissance has likewise expanded
understanding of the implications of classical studies.”

Roman, Jewish, and Early Christian Worlds” in Winter
2022, and “Persian Literature in Interdisciplinary
Context” in Spring 2022. We will offer innovative
programming on Dante in dialogue with East Asian
Buddhism; the future of medieval studies of Europe;
book collections in the premodern world; and renew
our collaboration with the J. Paul Getty Museum
with a conference on the Getty Pentateuch. Thanks
to our leadership in the Humanities Division, all our
events in 306/314 Royce will have the capacity to be
hybrid starting this Fall, simultaneously presented
both on campus in person and remotely, and fully
interactive with the remote audience. In an ongoing
partnership with the Medieval and Early Modern
Student Association (MEMSA), we are co-sponsoring
the Race Reading Group for faculty and students.
We will maintain our increased levels of support for
graduate students through the CMRS Dissertation
Research Fellowship; three supplemental recruitment
fellowships to attract the most qualified candidates
to UCLA’s graduate programs; and summer funding.
Finally, this fall, we are launching a Junior Faculty
Book Manuscript Workshop series, in partnership
with the Dean of Humanities and faculty members’
home departments. We are grateful for the past
contributions of our supporters and hope that you will
continue to support CMRS-CEGS. I invite you to join
us in this next phase of CMRS’s existence and do so
with the conviction that it is “better to be early than
late”!
Wishing you a productive and healthy academic year,
Zrinka Stahuljak, Director
CMRS Center for Early Global Studies

CMRS-CEGS sustains and extends the creative and
visionary course charted by Lynn White Jr. Beginning
with Academic Year 2021-2022, we will administer
the Graduate Certificate in Global Medieval Studies
that is housed in UCLA’s Department of Comparative
Literature. The required CMRS/LAMAR methodology
course will be “Digital/Medieval: Resistant Archives”
(Engl 257). Two CMRS Research Seminars will
support the Graduate Certificate “Eros in Greco-
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SPOTLIGHT: THE LYNN AND MAUDE WHITE FELLOWSHIP
CMRS Center for Early Global Studies (CMRS–CEGS) has the distinct honor of
offering the Lynn and Maude White Fellowship to outstanding graduate students who
have advanced to Ph.D. candidacy. Awarded every other year, the fellowship provides a
$20,000 stipend to support dissertation research.
The endowed fellowship bears the name of its distinguished donors, CMRS–CEGS founding director Professor Lynn
White and his wife, Maude. “It is our ardent hope and expectation,” they shared in creating the fund, “that the income
from this gift may be used to assist research, including travel, by advanced students of any aspect of medieval or
Renaissance studies, including but not limited to the relations of Europe with the other cultures of the world.” Since
first being awarded in 1988, the fellowship has supported 20 students hailing from disciplines as diverse as art history,
English, musicology, and philosophy.
The Lynn and Maude White Fellowship represents a central facet of both Professor White’s original vision for CMRS–
CEGS and our current path forward. A historian and author of the classic text Medieval Technology and Social Change,
Professor White inspired the creation of the Center in academic year 1962–1963. In his proposal, he responded to
the “continuing re-exploration of traditional ground from a broader perspective and with a deeper insight” that he
observed in the field, calling for “the erosion of barriers between medieval and Renaissance scholarship” through the
creation of a major research center predicated on the strengths of interdisciplinary and cross-cultural collaboration.
Graduate student support is key to the current directions through which CMRS–CEGS continues to make this vision
a reality. Our graduate students truly reflect the diversity of strengths and the collaborative spirit upon which the
Center was founded. Support for their endeavors is made possible through generous contributions from donors.
We are grateful to all of our donors who demonstrate their dedication to our mission by providing our graduate
students with opportunities to travel, conduct research, and form partnerships within the global community. For
more information, please visit cmrs.ucla.edu/awards-fellowships/white.
Thanks to the support of our generous friends and benefactors, CMRS–CEGS continues to be one of the most
prominent and influential transdisciplinary institutes of its kind in North America. Our ability to continue to serve
as a nexus for scholarly discussion and support for the work of faculty, students, and scholars relies on you!
You can make your gift to support the activities of the UCLA CMRS Center for Early Global Studies by credit card,
online at UCLA Giving. You can also make a contribution by check made out to the UCLA Foundation and mailed to
our address: UCLA CMRS Center for Early Global Studies, Box 951485, Los Angeles, CA 90095-1485.
Contributors who make an annual gift of $1,000 or more are invited to join the CMRS–CEGS Council and receive the
benefits that come with membership. For more information, please contact Lindsey Walton, Director of Development,
lwalton@support.ucla.edu.

DISCLOSURES TO PROSPECTIVE DONORS
To reduce UCLA’s impact on the environment and printing costs, and provide prospective donors with the most up-to-date disclosure statements,
UCLA has posted this information online.
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CMRS-CEGS COUNCIL 2020-2021
Matthew Brosamer and Bianca Ryan
Christopher Coombs and Charlotte Hughes
Andy and Marea Kelly
Sharon D. King and Curt Steindler
V. A. Kolve and Lawrence Luchtel
Bruce A. and Marlene Larson

INSTITUTIONAL CONTRIBUTORS
& OTHER SUPPORT
The Ahmanson Foundation
A. S. Thomas Memorial Fund, Inc.
The Huntington Library
The J. Paul Getty Trust
Prewoznik Foundation
Sidney Stern Memorial Trust

Frank Lutz and Linda Albertano
Ian Moensen
Mr. and Mrs. John C. Pettit
Mary and Thomas V. Pilla
Mary and Richard Rouse
Betty Sigoloff
Emma Lewis Thomas

OTHER CONTRIBUTORS
Stewart and Marlene Malkin
Sharon F. Marcus
Constance J. Moffatt
Faye Ringel
Anonymous contributors
UCLA CONTRIBUTORS TO CMRS-CEGS

HISTORY OF THE BOOK LECTURE FUND
CONTRIBUTORS 2020-2021
Thomas Cootz and Stephanie Rose
John and Anna DeVore
Maryanne C. Horowitz
Steven and Nina Livesey
John and Patricia Pettit
Mary L. Robertson
Mary and Richard Rouse
Elizabeth C. Teviotdale

PROGRAMS 2020-2021
Center for Jewish Studies
Center for Near Eastern Studies
Center for 17th- & 18th-Century Studies
Dean of Humanities
Division of Humanities, College of Letters & Science
Library Special Collections
Departments of Art History, Classics, Comparative
Literature, English, European Languages &
Transcultural Studies, History, Near Eastern
Languages & Cultures, Spanish & Portuguese,
and World Arts & Culture/Dance
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GRADUATE STUDENT

AND

POSTDOCTORAL RESEARCH SUPPORT

During 2020-21, CMRS provided $101,000 to support the academic and research activities of graduate students.
When the pandemic struck in early 2020 and forced the sudden cessation of on-campus classes, programs, and
events, CMRS redirected funding to special fellowships for graduate students to provide urgently needed financial
support.
CMRS has already awarded $176,400 for academic year 2021-22. In light of the ongoing pandemic and special
needs associated with it, the Center again provided summer fellowship funding for graduate students. In addition,
the new CMRS Dissertation Research Fellowship and Supplemental Recruitment Fellowships have been awarded
for the first time. These new sources of student support, in addition to those offered in the past, are described
below.

NEW! CMRS SUPPLEMENTAL RECRUITMENT FELLOWSHIPS
Supplemental Recruitment Fellowships to departments assist in the process of bringing new graduate students to UCLA. The
awards, consisting of up to $5,000 a year for two years, will help support newly admitted graduate students for the 2021-22
academic year. The student must have expressed a commitment to pursue studies in some aspect of late antique, medieval,
Renaissance, Byzantine, and early modern studies and plan to study under the mentorship of a CMRS faculty.
Jonathan Pieter Van Niel is an incoming English PhD student from University of California,
Riverside, where he graduated summa cum laude with a bachelor’s degree in English in Spring
2020. His research interests include critical race studies, early modern drama, performance
studies, premodern travel literature, theater history, visual arts and material cultures, rhetoric, and
embodiment and affect. As a Shakespeare student, he deals with portrayals of “Black” characters
on the Elizabethan and Jacobean stages and elucidates how whiteness engages in confirmation
bias of racial stereotypes through these performances. He is the recipient of a University Doctoral
Fellowship. He also received a travel grant to attend “Appropriations: A RaceB4Race Symposium,”
was a panelist for the Shakespeare Association of America’s “Teaching American Moor in
American Classrooms,” and was a co-discussant for Race and the Premodern Period’s “American
Moor: A Conversation about Racial Trauma.” He plans to pursue a dissertation focused on
constructions of race in early modern English culture.
Peter Thomas is an incoming History PhD student studying the history of European political
thought--and thought in general--chiefly in those centuries we have learned to call “early
modern.” At bottom, he asks how politics emerged and metamorphosed as a discrete,
historically-constituted sphere of knowledge and activity in this period. To date, he has written
mostly on the political thought of the English Renaissance and Reformation. His undergraduate
thesis, “Aristotelianism and English Political Thought: Variations on an Elizabethan Theme,”
won the Robert M. Golden Medal for Excellence in the Humanities and the Creative Arts
at Stanford University. An essay on the common law mind of the 16th-century barrister
Christopher St. German appeared in the Tufts Historical Review in 2020. His interests
range broadly, conceptually and geographically, encompassing the history of early modern
republicanism (classical or not), humanism (civic or not), theories of liberty (positive or
negative), and political thought of the Italian Renaissance.
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GRADUATE STUDENT

AND

POSTDOCTORAL RESEARCH SUPPORT
2020-2021 AWARDEES

The new CMRS Dissertation Research Fellowship is awarded to an outstanding UCLA doctoral student focusing
on any aspect of late antique, medieval, Renaissance, Byzantine and early modern. The fellowship provides a
stipend of $27,000 to support prospectus and dissertation research and writing.
Stefanie Matabang (Comparative Literature)
The Lynn and Maude White Fellowship, named for its donors, CMRS’s founding director Professor Lynn White
Jr. and his wife, provides a $20,000 stipend to support dissertation research and travel. It is awarded to an
outstanding UCLA graduate student who has advanced to PhD candidacy.
Misho Ishikawa (English)
The George T. and Margaret W. Romani Fellowship is awarded to an outstanding UCLA graduate student who
has expressed a commitment to pursue studies in some aspect of the Middle Ages or Renaissance and is
studying under the mentorship of a CMRS faculty member. The fellowship provides a $20,000 stipend.
Hannah Thomson (Art History)
The Chiappelli Memorial Fellowship provides a $20,000 stipend to support research any aspect of medieval,
Renaissance, or early modern Italian studies.
Shane Black (Comparative Literature)
CMRS Graduate Student Summer Fellowships provide UCLA graduate students working in the areas of late
antique, medieval, Renaissance, or early modern studies with up to $6,000 to support research or study during
the summer months. Fellowships for summer 2021 were awarded to
Ziyaad Bhorat (Political Science), Kersti Francis (English), Christopher Gobeille (ELTS), Franka Horvat (Art
History), Richard Ibarra (History), Misho Ishikawa (English), Robin Kello (English), Lauren “Becky” King
(English), Gina Lorenz (ELTS), Patrick Morgan (History), Karime Parodi (Spanish & Portuguese), Joseph
Torres (English), and Tania Varela (Spanish & Portuguese).
CMRS Research and Study Travel Grants
Chase Caldwell Smith (History)
The Ahmanson Research Fellowships for the Study of Medieval and Renaissance Books and Manuscripts support
the use of the medieval and Renaissance monographic and manuscript holdings in UCLA Library Special
Collections. The fellowships are awarded to graduate students or postdoctoral scholars who need to
access these collections for graduate-level or postdoctoral independent research. Recipients receive a
stipend of $2,500/month for up to three months. The fellowships are made possible by a gift from the
Ahmanson Foundation and are jointly supported and administered by CMRS-CEGS and UCLA Library
Special Collections. Due to the pandemic and renovations, Library Special Collections is currently closed
to the public. New fellowships will be awarded once normal operations resume.
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GRADUATE STUDENT EDUCATIONAL SUPPORT

CMRS–CEGS FUNDED CLASSES
As an organized research unit (ORU) of the University of California, CMRS does not offer classes of its own.
Instead, the Center provides funding to support classes relevant to late antique, medieval, Renaissance, and early
modern studies which are presented by CMRS-CEGS faculty members through their home departments.

CMRS-CEGS LAMAR SEMINARS
LAMAR Consortium, directed by CMRS–CEGS Director Professor Zrinka Stahuljak, is made up of faculty
members specializing in the study of Late Antiquity, the Middle Ages, or the Renaissance, hence its name. Each
Fall Quarter, the Consortium offers a seminar focusing on research methodologies as applied to LAMAR Studies.
These CMRS-funded seminars bring scholars to UCLA to teach students in the fields of late antique, medieval,
Renaissance and early modern studies.
Fall 2021, CMRS-CEGS LAMAR Seminar, English 257
Register for class with the Registrar's Office.
Professor Matthew Fisher (Department of English) is teaching the LAMAR Seminar English 257, “Digital/
Medieval: Resistant Archives” focusing on the theoretical and practical complexities of contemporary
archives, digitization and archival preservation practice, and medieval documents and books. Working
hands-on with UCLA’s collections, the seminar offers students an opportunity to both encounter the practical
difficulties of archival and digital work on medieval books/texts, and also to situate those difficulties in
theoretical discussions about archives, manuscripts, and book history more generally. Visiting speakers will
make presentations to the class.

CMRS-CEGS RESEARCH SEMINARS
These classes receive funding from CMRS–CEGS to bring distinguished scholars to UCLA to participate in
seminars and symposia, to present lectures, and to have informal discussions with students and faculty. UCLA
students get an opportunity to meet and interact with prominent authorities in a variety of fields.
Winter 2022, “Eros in Greco-Roman, Jewish, and Early Christian Worlds,” Professor Giulia Sissa (Political Science
and Classics).
Spring 2022, “Persian Literature in the Interdisciplinary Context,” Associate Professor Domenico Ingenito
(NELC).
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MEDIEVAL AND EARLY MODERN STUDENT ASSOCIATION (MEMSA)
CMRS provides support for MEMSA, an interdisciplinary student organization that aims to foster connections
among diverse graduate students from various departments studying late antiquity through the end of the
seventeenth century. MEMSA hosts panels and workshops on professional development, a range of scholarly
topics, and research methods. MEMSA also organizes extracurricular activities for UCLA’s medieval and earlymodern grad students. This year, MEMSA is especially committed to fostering community as we navigate the
current pandemic. This will include organizing a virtual conference and maintaining connections through
social media outlets. Our mission as an organization is to provide a space to support each other’s professional
and personal well-being. For 2021-22, Richard Ibarra (History), Stefanie Matabang (Comparative Literature),
and Chase Caldwell Smith (History) are the MEMSA officers and are looking forward to serving the MEMSA
graduate student community this year. To be added to the MEMSA email announcement list, please write to
memsa.ucla@gmail.com.

TRAVEL GRANTS
Although travel will undoubtedly continue to be limited this year due to the pandemic, CMRS will offer funding
to support travel when it is possible. When not, students may apply for grants to cover certain costs associated
with remotely presented events, such as conference and program registration fees.
CMRS Conference Travel Grants enable UCLA graduate students to attend conferences, symposia, or professional
meetings to present research or scholarly papers on any topic in the field of late antique, medieval, Renaissance,
and early modern studies.
CMRS Research and Study Travel Grants provide funding for UCLA graduate students for travel within the US
or abroad for the purpose of research in any area of late antique, medieval, Renaissance, and early modern studies
or to attend an educational program or class directly related to the student’s academic training in these studies.

GRADUATE STUDENT EMPLOYMENT
CMRS hires Graduate Student Researchers (GSRs)—also called Research Assistants—for CMRS faculty and
grant-supported research projects as needed. These positions provide UCLA graduate students with financial
support, as well as an opportunity to work closely with faculty members on research projects and publications,
often in disciplines other than the student’s own, broadening the student’s experience in more than one specialty.

GRADUATE STUDENT EDUCATIONAL SUPPORT
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PUBLICATIONS

VIATOR
Extended Editorial Board
In January of 2021, Viator welcomed a
group of fifteen distinguished scholars
representing numerous subdisciplines
and methodologies to its Extended
Editorial Board. Through peer review and
outreach, members support the journal’s
commitment to publishing outstanding
and wide-ranging research in early global
studies.
Extended Editorial Board members
include: Thomas Barton (University
of San Diego); Michal Biran (Hebrew
University of Jerusalem); Jessalynn
Bird (Saint Mary’s College); Cécile
Fromont (Yale University); Matthew
Gabriele (Virginia Tech); Afrodesia
McCannon (New York University);
Roberta Morosini (Wake Forest
University); Wen-chin Ouyang (SOAS
University of London); Daniel Power
(Swansea University); Helmut Reimitz
(Princeton University); Christian
Sahner (University of Oxford);
Tatiana Seijas (Rutgers University);
Leah Shopkow (Indiana University
Bloomington); Misha Teramura
(University of Toronto); and Torfi
Tulinius (University of Iceland).
North Atlantic Cluster
Viator published its inaugural cluster of
short essays in the first issue of volume
51. “Global Exchanges in the North
Atlantic, ca. 350–1300,” edited by Nahir
Otaño Gracia, Nicole Lopez-Jantzen,
and Erica Weaver, brings together a
collection of rigorous, exploratory essays

that move through the medieval global
Atlantic from numerous directions. Both
the editors’ introduction and scholarly
response by Afrodesia McCannon will be
available via Open Access on the Brepols
website in early October.
Viator offers a space for renewed
attention to the global long Middle Ages,
viewed broadly as the period from late
antiquity into early modernity, while
continuing its long-standing tradition
of publishing articles of distinction in
the established fields of medieval and
Renaissance studies. In keeping with its
title, “traveler,” the journal gives special
consideration to articles that cross
frontiers, focusing on meetings between
cultures, pursuing an idea through the
centuries, or employing methods of
different disciplines simultaneously, while
remaining accessible to the non-specialist
reader. We particularly welcome articles
that look beyond Western Eurasia and
North Africa and consider the history,
literature, art, and thought of the
medieval and Renaissance periods from a
global perspective.
Editor: Matthew Fisher (English)
Managing Editor: Allison McCann 		
(CMRS-CEGS)
Editorial Board: Javier Patiño Loira
(Spanish & Portuguese); Peter Stacey
(History); Erica Weaver (English);
Bronwen Wilson (Art History); Luke
Yarbrough (NELC)
See the full table of contents for Viator
51, no. 1 and more information on our
website.

Please direct your queries about CMRS journals or books to
Allison McCann, Publications Manager: allisonmccann@humnet.ucla.edu
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PUBLICATIONS

CURSOR MUNDI
A book-series companion to the journal
Viator, Cursor Mundi consists of interand multidisciplinary studies of the
medieval and early modern world.
Cursor Mundi means “runner of the
world” and welcomes investigations that
similarly range across premodern global
circuits. Like Viator, Cursor Mundi
brings together outstanding work by
scholars of the medieval, Renaissance,
and early modern periods from a wide
range of disciplines, emphasizing studies
that focus on such processes as cultural
exchange or the course of an idea through
the centuries.
General Director: Chris Chism (English)
Editorial Board: Matthew Fisher
(English); Javier Patiño Loira (Spanish
& Portuguese); Peter Stacey (History);
Erica Weaver (English); Bronwen
Wilson (Art History); Luke Yarbrough
(NELC)
Managing Editor: Allison McCann 		
(CMRS-CEGS)

New Titles, 2021–2022
•

•

•

•

Cursor Mundi 38: Rinaldo F.
Canalis and Massimo Ciavolella,
eds., Disease and Disability in
Medieval and Early Modern Art and
Literature (2021, available now)
Cursor Mundi 39: Robert J. Porwoll
and David Allison Orsbon, eds.,
Victorine Restoration: Essays on
Hugh of St. Victor, Richard of St.
Victor, and Thomas Gallus (2021,
available now)
Cursor Mundi 40: Christoph
Mauntel and Klaus Oschema, eds.,
Order into Action: How Large-Scale
Concepts of World-Order Determine
Practices in the Premodern World
(2022, forthcoming)
Cursor Mundi 41: Courtney M.
Booker, Hans Hummer, and
Dana M. Polanichka, eds., Visions
of Medieval History in North
America and Europe: Studies on
Cultural Identity and Power (2022,
forthcoming)

See all the Cursor Mundi titles on our
website.

COMITATUS
Comitatus is the CMRS-sponsored journal edited by UCLA graduate students,
presenting the work of graduate students and recent PhDs from around the world in
any field of late antique, medieval, Renaissance, or early modern studies. The annual
journal is distributed internationally to libraries and individuals and is part of the
Project MUSE online collection. Volume 52 (2021) will be published this fall.
Vol. 52 Editor: Rachel Daphne Weiss (Art History)
Vol. 52 Editorial Board: Sarah Bischoff (English); Patrick Morgan (History); Arielle
Moscati (English); Laura Muñoz (Spanish & Portuguese); Carla Neuss (Theater &
Performance); Miranda Saylor (Art History); Rhonda Sharrah (English)
Managing Editor: Allison McCann (CMRS–CEGS)
See more information about Comitatus on our website.
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EVENTS

FALL 2021
Thursday, September 30
MEMSA Race Reading Group
Thursday, October 14
“Virtual Classrooms and Mercantile Mischief in Shakespeare’s England”
Susan Phillips (English, Northwestern University)
Distinguished Visiting Scholar Lecture co-sponsored by UCLA Department of English
Thursday, October 28
MEMSA Race Reading Group
Saturday, October 30
California Medieval History Seminar
Thursday, November 4
“Petrarch’s African canzoniere: Lyric Anthropology and the Question of Race"
CMRS-CEGS / Comparative Literature Co-Sponsored Lecture
Ayesha Ramachandran (Comparative Literature, Yale University)
Friday, November 12 – Saturday, November 13
CMRS -CEGS Conference: “Afterlives: Dante in Dialogue with East Asian Buddhism”
Organized by Torquil Duthie (ALC) and Andrea Moudarres (ELTS)
Thursday, November 18
MEMSA Race Reading Group
Wednesday, December 1
New Book Salon with Professor Carla Pestana (History)
“The World of Plymouth Plantation”
Thursday, December 2
Holiday House Happy Hour

Follow us on Facebook and Twitter
Subscribe to our YouTube Channel

Always check our
website for the latest
information! Current
plans are subject
to change and new
events may be added.
cmrs.ucla.edu/events
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EVENTS
WINTER 2022
CMRS Research Seminar: “Eros in Greco-Roman, Jewish, and Early Christian Worlds”
Taught by Giulia Sissa. Guest lecture dates to be announced.
Thursday, February 24 – Friday, February 25
“The Future of Medieval France: An International Conference on the Past, Present, and
Future of Medieval Studies in Europe”
Organized by Meredith Cohen (Art History) and Zrinka Stahuljak (Comparative 		
Literature and ELTS).

SPRING 2022
CMRS Research Seminar: “Persian Literature in the Interdisciplinary Context”
Taught by Domenico Ingenito (NELC). Guest lecture dates to be announced.
Wednesday, April 4 – Thursday, April 5
Pentateuch Conference
Organized by Elizabeth Morrison (The J. Paul Getty Museum) and Zrinka Stahuljak
(Comparative Literature and ELTS).
Tuesday, April 12
The Annual Richard & Mary Rouse History of the Book Lecture: “Illustrating the Vitae
patrum: The Rise of the Eremitic Ideal in Fourteenth-Century Italy”
Denva Gallant (Art History, University of Delaware).
Thursday, May 5 – Friday, May 6
CMRS-CEGS co-sponsored conference on Medical Humanities
Organized by Massimo Ciavolella (ELTS) and Rinaldo Canalis (DGSCOM).
Friday, May 27 – Saturday, May 28
“Destroyed, Removed, and Reassembled: Book Collections in the Premodern World”
In conjunction with the Mellon Society of Fellows in Bibliography Meeting.
Organized by Matthew Fisher (English) and Devin Fitzgerald (Special Collections,
Young Research Library).

The California Medieval History Seminar fosters intercampus networking and intellectual exchange
by acquainting participants with historical research in medieval studies currently underway in
California. Since 2010, CMRS–CEGS has been the exclusive source of funding for the program.
The seminar meets quarterly to discuss pre-distributed research papers (two by faculty members,
two by graduate students). Presentations are organized by the seminar 's director Professor Piotr
Górecki (History, UC Riverside/CMRS-CEGS Associate).
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DIRECTOR
Zrinka Stahuljak, PhD (Comparative Literature and
ELTS)

PEOPLE AT
CMRS–CEGS

FACULTY ADVISORY COMMITTEE
Stephen Acabado, PhD (Anthropology)
Lamia Balafrej, PhD (Art History)
Meredith Cohen, PhD (Art History)
Torquil Duthie, PhD (ALC)
Cesar Favila, PhD (Musicology)
Matthew Fisher, PhD (English)
Kristopher Kersey, PhD (Art History)
Kathryn Morgan, PhD (Classics)
Andrea Moudarres, PhD (ELTS)
Stella Nair, PhD (Art History)
Calvin Normore, PhD (Philosophy)
Peter Stacey, PhD (History)
Stefania Tutino, PhD (History and ELTS)
Sixiang Wang, PhD (ALC)
Luke Yarbrough, PhD (NELC)
STAFF
Karen E. Burgess, PhD – Assistant Director
Suifeng Deng – Financial Analyst
Brett Landenberger – Digital Communications Specialist
Allison McCann, PhD – Publications Manager
Erin Romo – Events Manager

website cmrs.ucla.edu
email cmrs@humnet.ucla.edu
CMRS-CEGS FACULTY members represent twenty-four different academic departments and interdepartmental
programs at UCLA. UCLA faculty specializing in any aspect of the period from late antiquity to the mid-seventeenth
century may request to be added to the Center’s faculty roster. Such requests are directed to the Center Director and
approved by the Center’s Faculty Advisory Committee. A list of CMRS Faculty members along with a description of their
research interests and specialties is on our website at cmrs.ucla.edu/about-us/faculty/.
CMRS-CEGS ASSOCIATES hold positions at UC or other educational or research
institutions in the area or are well-established independent scholars. Associates
participate in the Center’s programs and activities and help to build and
maintain alliances with other academic and research institutions. A list of
our Associates is at cmrs.ucla.edu/about-us/associates/.
CMRS-CEGS AFFILIATES are scholars who have recently
received a PhD degree and have actively participated in CMRS
student programs, and for whom an affiliation with the Center
will promote professional growth. CMRS-CEGS Affiliates are
appointed for a finite period of time, usually not exceeding
three years. A list of our Affiliates is at cmrs.ucla.edu/about-us/
affiliates/.
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IMAGES
Page 1: Ralph Arvesen, Live Oak Star Trail, www.lostoak.com.
Early Persian brass sundial compass, library.artstor.org/asset/26288910.
Pages 2-3: Photo, detail of Royce Hall.
Pages 4-5: Detail, 16th-century Portolan Chart, © Bodleian Libraries,
University of Oxford (MS Douce 391).
https://library.artstor.org/asset/BODLEIAN_10310769859.
Page 6: David Muench, Star Trails photo,
https://library.artstor.org/asset/AWSS35953_35953_38072124.
Photo detail of Lynn White, CMRS archive.
Page 7: The Gospels of Tsar Ivan Alexander. British Library MS 39627.
Pages 8-9: Hernán Cortés’s 1524 map of Tenochtitlan,
https://library.artstor.org/asset/ARTSTOR_103_41822001422649.
Photo portraits submitted by the students.
Pages 10-11: Water Clock with Automatic Movement from 1206,
library.artstor.org/asset/ARTSTOR_103_41822001803806.
Pages 12-13: 16th-century Portolan Chart, © Bodleian Libraries, University of
Oxford (MS Douce 391).
Pages 14-15: Leaf from the Morgan Picture Bible,
Ms. Ludwig I 6 (83.MA.55), The J. Paul Getty Museum, Los Angeles.
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Page 16: Norse sun compass, https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Uunartoq_Disc.
J. Cole Sun Compass (1939-1945), library.artstor.org/asset/26430541.
Ralph Arvesen, Live Oak Star Trail, www.lostoak.com.
Page 17: Dragon, Yuan Dynasty (14th century),
library.artstor.org/asset/AMICO_CHICAGO_1031151325.
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