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UCLA
Royce Hall, Room 314

Friday, November 15, 2013

9:30  
Coffee, pastries

10:00 
Welcoming Remarks

MASSIMO CIAVOLELLA (CMRS Director, UCLA)

10:15 
“The Italian Impresa in Renaissance Art, c. 1440 – c. 1530”

	 JOANNA WOODS-MARSDEN (UCLA) 

11:00 
“Spesso si faceano imprese. The Forge of the Renaissance Impresa

in Art and Literature”
ALESSANDRO DELLA LATTA (Gemäldegalerie Museum, Berlin)

11:45 
“Visual Rhetoric at Play:  Corrozet’s Blasons Domestiques”

CYNTHIA SKENAZI (UC Santa Barbara)

12:30 
Lunch Break

2:00 
“Figures of Passion, Starting with Cesare Ripa”

PAOLO FABBRI (University Institute of Modern Languages, Milan)

2:45 
“Ripa’s Eternity”

	 GIORGIO FICARA (University of Turin)

3:30
“Truth and Beauty at the Institute for Advanced Study”

MARILYN ARONBERG LAVIN
and IRVING LAVIN

(Institute for Advanced Study, Princeton)

4:15 
Concluding remarks

Body and 

Soul, Image and Word:

Emblems from the 

Renaissance to the Present

Beginning with Paolo Giovio’s Dialogo dell’imprese militari e amorose 

(1555), the book was set forth as the medium par excellence for 

emblems, which fostered the perception—in part through the simplified 

drawings such books contained—that emblems were simply abstract and intangible.

Yet these devices have an influence beyond books and printed matter.  By the late 

Middle Ages, emblems appeared in diverse media, including painting, sculpture, 

jewelry, arms and armor, and textiles. They played an integral role in triumphal 

parades, wedding celebrations, and in representations depicting such public events, 

proclaiming the political and dynastic allegiances of the participants. In religious 

settings, emblems served didactic and homiletic purposes.

Inspired by literature, philosophy, hieroglyphic and biblical hermeneutics, emblems 

represent the ultimate distillation of art, both visual and verbal. To fully understand 

and appreciate these devices demands an interdisciplinary approach drawing upon 

the perspectives of art history, literary theory, and semiotic analysis. Body and 

soul—image and word—are inseparable aspects of emblems.  

This symposium will explore the complex nature of emblems as polysemic 

and multifunctional works of art from the Renaissance to the present day. 

For additional information contact 

cmrs@humnet.ucla.edu  | 310-825-1880 | cmrs.ucla.edu

Advance registration is not required and there is no fee. Limited 

seating is available first-come, first-served. 

Self-pay parking is in lots 2, 3, and 4. 


