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The UCLA Center for Medieval and Renaissance Studies (CMRS) 
was founded in 1962-63 under the guidance of Lynn White, Jr., 
the distinguished historian who spearheaded the initiative and 
served as the Center’s first director. CMRS’s mission is to promote 
interdisciplinary and cross-cultural studies of the period from late 
antiquity to the mid-seventeenth century. These studies deepen 
human understanding of cultural, artistic, social, religious, political 
and related issues rooted in the deep past which still resonate in our 
contemporary world. 

To accomplish this mission, the Center has three primary goals: 
1) To stimulate and support the scholarship and research activities 
of its affiliated faculty, associates, students and scholars; 2) To foster 
and prepare the next generation of scholars and researchers by 
providing educational opportunities, financial support, and research 
experience; and, 3) To disseminate knowledge, encourage intellectual 
exchange, and promote Late Antique, Medieval and Renaissance 
Studies at the campus, local, regional, national, and global levels.
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CMRS faCulty members represent twenty-four different 
academic departments and interdepartmental programs at 
UCLA. UCLA faculty specializing in any aspect of the period 
from late antiquity to the mid-seventeenth century may request 
to be added to the Center’s faculty roster. Such requests are 
directed to the Center Director and approved by the Center’s 
Faculty Advisory Committee. A list of CMRS Faculty members 
along with a description of their research interests and specialties 
is on our website at cmrs.ucla.edu/about-us/faculty/.

CMRS aSSoCiateS hold positions at UC or other educational or 
research institutions in the area (e.g., the J. Paul Getty Museum, 
the Huntington Library) or are well-established independent 
scholars. Associates participate in the Center’s programs and 
activities and help to build and maintain alliances with other 
academic and research institutions. A list of CMRS Associates 
can be found at cmrs.ucla.edu/about-us/associates/.

CMRS affiliateS are scholars who have recently received a 
PhD degree and have actively participated in CMRS student 
programs, and for whom an affiliation with the Center will 
promote professional growth. CMRS Affiliates are appointed 
for a finite period of time, usually not exceeding three years.  A 
list of CMRS Affiliates can be found at cmrs.ucla.edu/about-us/
affiliates/.

faCulty adviSoRy CoMMittee

Lamia Balafrej, Art History
Meredith Cohen, Art History

Torquil Duthie, Asian Languages and Cultures
Cesar Favila, Musicology
Matthew Fisher, English

Kristopher Kersey, Art History
Kathryn Morgan, Classics
Andrea Moudarres, Italian

Stella Nair, Art History
Calvin Normore, Philosophy

Javier Patiño Loira, Spanish and Portuguese
Peter Stacey, History

Stefania Tutino, History; Chair
Bronwen Wilson, Art History

Luke Yarbrough, Near Eastern Languages and Cultures

Cover, clockwise from top left: CMRS Director Zrinka Stahuljak with CMRS 
Distinguished Visiting Scholar, Professor Leah DeVun (Rutgers University); 
CMRS conference attendees, Professor Marie Kelleher (CSULB), graduate 
student Robert Iafolla (History, UCLA), Professor John Dagenais (UCLA), 
with Professor Sharon Kinoshita (UCSC) at the microphone; CMRS 
Distinguished Visiting Scholar Mr. Francis Wells (Cambridge University) 
in front and Professor Alain Touwaide (UCLA) at right; Professor Emeritus 
Patrick Geary (IAS) at center with tie, and his former students reunited at 
the conference in his honor.
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DIRECTOR’S MESSAGE — FALL 2019

I write these sober words on July 24, 2019, in Paris, where a 
new historical record of summer temperatures is about to be set 
at 107.6 ° Fahrenheit. There is much talk in all the French media 
of the collapse and end of the world, imminent by the end of this 
century. Many define this, our time, as the age of “collapsology.” 
Collapse and collapsology are contemporary expressions for what 
the specialists of premodern Europe have previously referred to as 
“apocalypse” and “apocalyptic thought.” For those who have studied 
the premodern past (and would it not be the same for a Classicist?), 
a discourse of collapse—rather than one of decline—feels foreign. 
Indeed, we have learned to talk about the “decline of the Roman 
Empire” rather than its “fall.” French media also report heated 
debates between collapsologists and environmentalists, who prefer 
to talk about the slow, soon unstoppable, deterioration. It seems 
that, after all, we are not going to fall off the cliff tomorrow. Or 
disappear in a spontaneous combustion.

So the good news is that the end of the world is more likely the 
end of a world. But even that thought seems beyond our capacity of 
comprehension. How then to think that which is beyond thought? 
The premoderns lived in confrontation and in cohabitation with the 
thought of the world ending. Which didn’t end. What can we learn 
from the premoderns, for whom the world of disease, famine, and 
extreme weather was beyond mastery, we who seem outdone by the 
violence of climate change? And what can the diversity of thought of 
“apocalypse” in the premodern and early modern African, American, 
and Asian worlds teach us?

Philosopher Marianne Durano writes in the opinion pages of Le 
Monde, “we are not the cause of the end of the world but the end of 
the world gives us a cause: to live the best life possible.”

As the Center for Medieval and Renaissance Studies enters a new 
phase under my leadership, I very much look forward to discovering 
with you what the global premodern and the early modern can teach 

us, the moderns, about our best possible life. Please do not hesitate to contact me – I look forward to meeting you and speaking with you over the 
next academic year 2019-2020 about the ways in which the past is perhaps closer than ever to us and I am excited to see how we can bring these 
ideas to their best public life. — Zrinka Stahuljak, Director

New CMRS Research Workshops

Introducing a new format for the noon CMRS Roundtable, the CMRS Research Workshop will bring our research community together in 
a collaborative fashion. The six sessions for academic year 2019-2020 are based on pre-circulated research papers (research articles, chapters 
or projects, 20-page maximum, double-spaced). The papers to be discussed are pre-circulated two weeks before the session to CMRS faculty, 
associates, affiliates, and students who have registered to attend. We look forward to seeing you there and to a lively discussion! Watch for our 
email announcements.

October 29, 2019 — Gina Lorenz (PhD Candidate, French and Francophone Studies, UCLA) — “Franks that are Acclimatized are Better: 
Anecdotal History and Everyday Life in Usäma ibn Munqidh’s Kitab al I‘tibar” 

November 19, 2019 — Maryanne Horowitz (Professor, History, Occidental College; CMRS Associate) — “Jesuit Pulpits with Wood Sculptures 
of Africa, America, Asia, and Europe Personifications” 

January 21, 2020 — David Sebastiani (PhD Candidate, Scuola Normale Superiore, Pisa, Italy) — “The Hypocrisy of Signs: Hermeneutics of 
Action and Belief in the Aftermath of the Sephardic Diaspora (Italy and Catholic Europe, XVI -XVII centuries)” 

February 11, 2020 — Miguel Ancin (PhD, Independent Scholar) — “Michael Servetus, or the Grave Consequences of Contention to Academic 
Power in 1538 and 1527: His Anonymous Works and Exile” 

April 14, 2020 — Stella Nair (Professor, Art History, UCLA) — “Gender, Architecture, and Erasure in the Fifteenth-Century Andes” 

May 12, 2020 — Misho Ishikawa (Graduate Student, English, UCLA) — “Haptic Phenomenologies: Bloody Fists and Feeling Fingers in The 
Secret History of the Mongols”



CMRS CONFERENCES FOR 2019-2020

January 23-25, 2020 | UCLA Royce 314 
Law and Communal Identity in the Early Medieval World
This conference investigates how law shaped the boundaries of communities in the early medieval period in the Byzantine, Islamic, and European 
worlds, and how shifting notions of identity and belonging reshaped legal discourses in their turn. It is by now a well-entrenched story that a 
part of the profound transformation of the late antique world was the redefining of social belonging. Religious belonging increasingly became 
both a practical and legal marker of community, edging out the formerly prominent civic, ethnic, and political identities of the ancient world. 
Constantine’s edict allowing the transfer of litigants’ cases to the bishop’s court is often taken as a key moment in this transformation, in which part 
of the state’s legal and administrative prerogatives were transferred to religious authorities. Religious communities in turn developed (or expanded) 
legal systems as part of the services they offered (and the control they exerted over) their members. The overall change was echoed in the fabric 
of cities themselves, as by the fifth and sixth centuries, former civic spaces were often filled by other buildings, while new central spaces grew up 
around grander religious structures. The Arab-Islamic conquest is often seen as accelerating this process in the lands it incorporated, initiating a 
new legal tradition and explicitly granting non-Muslim religious communities rights of autonomous jurisdiction over their own affairs. Organized 
by Professors Jessica Goldberg (History, UCLA) and Luke Yarbrough (Near Eastern Languages & Cultures, UCLA). Funding is provided by the 
Armand Hammer Endowment for the UCLA Center for Medieval and Renaissance Studies.

October 11-12, 2019 | UCLA Royce 314
Metamorphosis and the Environmental Imagination 
from Ovid to Shakespeare
Narratives of metamorphosis, from human into other living and 
mineral forms, have long provided an important tool for thinking 
through the complexities of our relationship with the world around 
us. From Ovid to David Cronenberg, thinkers and artists have used 
the trope of physical transformation to figure the ways in which 
human and non-human agencies have evolved from and adapted to 
one another in a relationship characterized by fluctuating perceptions 
of friction and symbiosis, distance and proximity. This conference 
seeks to locate the theme of metamorphosis in the early history of 
the western environmental imagination, from Classical antiquity 
to the Early Modern period; and to explore the ways in which the 
various cultural and historical manifestations of metamorphosis 
from this earlier period resonate with the environmental approaches 
and concerns of our present day. Organized by Francesca Martelli (Associate Professor of Classics, UCLA) and Giulia Sissa (Distinguished 
Professor of Classics and Political Science, UCLA). Funding is provided by the Armand Hammer Endowment for the UCLA Center for Medieval and 
Renaissance Studies. Co-sponsored by UCLA Center for 17th- & 18th-Century Studies, UCLA Clark Memorial Library, and UCI Shakespeare Center.

October 18-19, 2019 | UCLA California NanoSystems  
Institute (CNSI) Auditorium 
Leonardo da Vinci, Inventing the Future: Flight, 
Automata, Art, Anatomy, Biomorphism
Rather than simply celebrating Leonardo’s life, works, and 
scholarship, this conference approaches Leonardo’s influence in a 
novel way, musing on how Leonardo himself might have reflected 
on the 500th anniversary of his death. His desire for new knowledge 
and understanding would have driven him to look forward rather 
than back. Leonardo’s gifted and endlessly inquiring mind has 
caught the imagination of today’s scholars in many disciplines. 
Organized by Noel G. Boyle (Professor of Medicine/Cardiology, 
UCLA), Massimo Ciavolella (Professor of Italian and Comparative 
Literature, UCLA), Morteza Gharib (Professor of Aeronautics and 
Bioinspired Engineering, Caltech), and Francis Wells (Cardiac 
Surgeon, Royal Papworth Hospital, and Cambridge University, 
UK). Jointly presented by UCLA Center for Medieval & Renaissance Studies, UCLA Cardiac Arrhythmia Center – David Geffen School of 
Medicine at UCLA, UCLA Art|Sci Center, and Caltech. Sponsored by The Ahmanson Foundation, Beverly Hills Porsche, Caltech, Fulgent Genetics, 
Kairos Venture Investments LLC, UCLA Cardiac Arrhythmia Center, and UCLA Center for Medieval & Renaissance Studies.



January 30, 2020 | UCLA Royce 314 
Early History of Africa Symposium: New Narratives for a History of Connections and Brokers
This symposium presents an opportunity to think about different methodologies and different ways of writing history when faced with the 
challenge of sources. Can we still use the traditional narrative within a connected history of brokers, frontiers, and cultural transfers, or should 
we be thinking about different ways of telling history, developing, for instance, network narratives or fragmented narratives? Speakers will 
include François-Xavier Fauvelle (Chair of History and Archaeology of African Worlds, Collège de France), Lamia Balafrej (Art History, UCLA), 
Jody Benjamin (History, UC Riverside), Kristen Collins (The J. Paul Getty Museum), Bryan Keene (The J. Paul Getty Museum), Ghislaine 
Lydon (History, UCLA), and Hollian Wint (History, UCLA). Organized by Professor Zrinka Stahuljak (Comparative Literature and French & 
Francophone Studies, UCLA) and Professor Stephanie Bosch Santana (Comparative Literature, UCLA). Funding is provided by the Endowment for 
the UCLA Center for Medieval and Renaissance Studies. Co-sponsored by the UCLA Center for African Studies, the UCLA Department of French and 
Francophone Studies, and the UCLA Department of History.

March 5-8, 2020 | UCLA Royce 314 
42nd Annual UC Celtic Studies Conference
The 42nd UC Celtic Studies Conference, organized by Professor Joseph F. Nagy (Celtic Languages and Literature, Harvard) and the UCLA Celtic 
Colloquium, will feature papers on all aspects of Celtic culture including language, literature, history, art and archaeology, from late antiquity 
until the present day. Invited speakers include Professor Michael Murphy (University College Cork), Dr Ailbhe Nic Giolla Chomhaill (University 
of Limerick), Professor Kristen Over (Northeastern Illinois University), Dr Annalee Rejhon (University of California, Berkeley), and Professor 
Michael Weiss (Cornell University). The complete program will be posted on the CMRS website in late January 2020. For more information, 
contact Karen Burgess at kburgess@ucla.edu. Funding for this conference is provided by the Humanities Division of the UCLA College of Letters and 
Sciences, and the Armand Hammer Endowment for the UCLA Center for Medieval & Renaissance Studies.

April 18, 2020 | UCLA Royce 314
The Holy Mountains of the Western Italian Alps: Pilgrimage, Art, and Society in the Sixteenth Century

Organized by Professor Geoffrey Symcox (History, UCLA), this conference explores the history and 
extraordinary art of the Sacri Monti and highlights the contributions of young scholars to this new field of 
research. The cluster of pilgrimage centers known as the Sacri Monti, or Holy Mountains, in the western 
Italian Alps, is attracting increasing scholarly attention. In part this is because in 2003 they were named a 
World Heritage Site by UNESCO, in recognition of their unique artistic character. The first Sacro Monte, 
at Varallo in the alpine foothills north of Turin, was founded in the late fifteenth century by a Franciscan 
friar, as a substitute version of Jerusalem for pilgrims who could not make the journey in person. He 
designed it as a topographical replica of the Holy Places, centering on the Holy Sepulcher. Subsequently, the 
local artists working at Varallo in the sixteenth century, reconfigured this original topomimetic concept into 
a sequence of dramatic tableaux recounting the life and Passion of Christ, each housed in individual chapels 
and composed of large numbers of realistic, life-size painted terracotta figures, backed by frescoes. In this 
form, Varallo became the prototype for a “second generation” of Sacri Monti founded at different places 
across the western Italian Alps in the seventeenth century under the impulse of the Counter-Reformation. 
Together they constitute a cultural artifact unparalleled elsewhere in Italy or in the rest of Europe. Funding 
is provided by the Endowment for the UCLA Center for Medieval and Renaissance Studies. Co-sponsored by the 
UCLA Department of History and the UCLA Humanities Division.

May 16, 2020 | UCLA Royce 314 
Law and Disorder: Fools, Outlaws, and Justice in the Middle Ages and Renaissance

The word “fool” is itself a performer, a loaded term prone to an explosion of meaning. Even 
before the Middle Ages, this figure of ambiguity—called variously jongleur, jester, madman, 
storyteller—was castigated as vulgar and heralded as purveyor of literary art, derided for 
revealing humanity’s foibles and welcomed for speaking wisdom in the guise of nonsense. 
In the early modern period, virtually all fools were outsiders and rule-breakers. Modern 
comedians still dance on the razor’s edge, an errant, unstable force criticizing social bulwarks 
while wielding one of humanity’s most powerful weapons: humor. This symposium, organized 
by CMRS Associate Sharon D. King, PhD, hones in on the multivalent role of fool as a 
being outside the bounds of law and justice while pointing to an often-transcendent vision 
of humanity. Scholars from various disciplines—literature, history, art, and performance—
will offer their perspectives on the fool and the permissibility of comedy vis-à-vis lawfulness 

and social order. Ideally, the symposium will probe the very nature of justice itself within human society, both past and present. The medieval 
theatre troupe Les Enfans Sans Abri will perform a translation of a short medieval French sottie, “No Fooling with Justice,” to contribute to the 
discussion. Funding is provided by the Armand Hammer Endowment for the UCLA Center for Medieval and Renaissance Studies.



CMRS DISTINGUISHED VISITING SCHOLARS FOR 2019-2020

CMRS  Distinguished Visiting Scholars present classes and seminars, participate in CMRS-sponsored conferences and symposia, 
and deliver public lectures for the Center. The knowledge and expertise of these visitors enrich the academic life of UCLA’s students 
and faculty, and promote scholarship in the larger community. DVSs are selected from nominations submitted by CMRS faculty 
members in response to a call sent out by the CMRS Director inviting nominations for the coming academic year. Funding for CMRS 
Distinguished Visiting Scholars is provided by the Humanities Division of the UCLA College of Letters & Sciences and the Armand Hammer 
Endowment for the UCLA Center for Medieval & Renaissance Studies.

Wednesday, November 6, 2019 | 5:00 pm | UCLA Royce 314 
Jay Reed (Classics and Comparative Literature, Brown University) 
Love and Empire in Garcilaso de la Vega’s Latin Odes
The Spanish poet Garcilaso de la Vega’s three surviving Latin odes (c. 1532-36) are now studied for the way they—
like his much larger Spanish output—juxtapose and intertwine imperial and erotic themes. In both bodies of work 
there emerges a complex, ambivalent stance toward the literary and political restoration of Rome in the form of the 
empire of Charles V (which Garcilaso the courtier and soldier avowedly participated in). Professor Reed’s focus on the 
third ode, an uncharacteristic mythological narrative about Venus and Cupid, discloses its canny, oblique rereading 
of ancient discourses of imperial foundation and justification, particularly Virgil’s Aeneid. Professor Reed will visit 
UCLA as CMRS Distinguished Visiting Scholar in the Department of English during the week of November 4, 2019.

Tuesday, November 19, 2019 | 5:00 pm | Royce Hall 314 
Massimo Riva (Italian, Brown University) 
The World in A Box: For a (Curious) History of Virtual Reality
Professor Massimo Riva presents a pilot project of the Brown University Digital Publications Initiative: a digital 
monograph focused on Italy as an imagined country, and figures from eighteenth- and nineteenth-century Italian art, 
history and culture. Six tales, or case histories, describe the role played by curious optical devices such as the mondo 
nuovo, the magic lantern, the moving panorama, and stereoscopic photography, in shaping our peculiar conception of 
a “virtual reality,” foreshadowing technologies and forms of entertainment in our digital present. Professor Riva will 
visit UCLA as CMRS Italian Studies Distinguished Visiting Scholar in the Department of Italian during the week of 
November 18, 2019. Funding provided by the Franklin D. Murphy Chair in Italian Renaissance Studies.

Wednesday, November 20, 2019 | 5:00 pm | Royce Hall 314 
Ivan Lupić (English, Stanford University) 
Shakespeare Among the Boars: Translating Desire in Renaissance Literature
“Had I been toothed like him [i.e. the boar],” says Venus in Shakespeare’s 1593 narrative poem, “with kissing him I 
should have killed him first.” We learn from the rest of the poem that Adonis has been transformed into a flower and 
that Venus has gone to immure herself at Paphos, but we do not learn what happened to the boar. The loving boar’s 
fate had, however, been the subject of several Renaissance poems written in different languages, all inspired by an 
amusing idyll ascribed to Theocritus. Professor Lupić considers Shakespeare’s treatment of transgressive desire within 
this larger European tradition. He will visit UCLA as CMRS Distinguished Visiting Scholar in the Department of 
Comparative Literature and the Department of English during the week of November 18, 2019.

Tuesday, January 14, 2020 | 5:00 pm | Royce 314
Ad Putter (Medieval English; Director, Centre for Medieval & Renaissance Studies, 
University of Bristol) 
William Caxton’s Multilingualism: The Claims of French and Dutch, English and Kentish
Professor Putter explores the multilingualism of England in the fifteenth century by examining the life and works 
of the first English printer, William Caxton. In standard histories of the English language, Caxton and the printing 
press appear as agents in the standardization of English, but Caxton’s language was in many ways unusual and shows 
the impact of his time in the Low Countries. This lecture explains how and why Dutch mattered to merchants like 
Caxton, and how and why that language interfered with his English. Professor Putter will visit UCLA as CMRS 
Distinguished Visiting Scholar in the Department of English during the week of January 13, 2020.



Francis Wells (Cardiovascular Surgeon, Royal Papworth Hospital and Cambridge 
University), one of last years’ Distinguished Visiting Scholars, delivered a lecture 

titled “Artists, Anatomists, and Medicine. Understanding,
Healing, and Communicating the Body in the Pre-Vesalian World.”

Up-to-date details for all CMRS 

scheduled programs are online at

cmrs.ucla.edu/events.

Please check our website for the most 

current information.

Tuesday, February 4, 2020 | 5:00 pm | Royce Hall 314 
Mary Channen Caldwell (Music, University of Pennsylvania)
‘Let the Whole World Praise the Saint’: Medieval Songs for St. Nicholas
St. Nicholas was one of the most popular saints in medieval Europe. In his role as “everyman’s saint,” Nicholas was 
celebrated in song, drama, and literature in many forms and languages. Among the plentiful music composed in 
his name, a handful of twelfth-to-thirteenth century songs highlights his popularity by setting poems that move 
between languages and musical styles. Professor Caldwell considers how such works symbolize popular veneration of 
St. Nicholas by medieval Christians, as conveyed in song by multilinguality and musical play. Professor Caldwell will 
visit UCLA as CMRS Distinguished Visiting Scholar in the Department of Musicology, UCLA Herb Alpert School 
of Music, during the week of February 4, 2020.

Thursday, April 30, 2020 | 5:00 pm | Royce Hall 314 
Susan Phillips (English, Northwestern University)
Virtual Classrooms and Mercantile Mischief in Shakespeare’s England
Most popular European textbooks in the fifteenth and sixteenth centuries were practical guides that offered entertaining 
dialogues and real-world scenarios to an audience of lower-order linguists, readers who sought not a thorough and 
grammatical knowledge of other languages, but practical lessons in conversation. These texts eschewed linguistic 
and grammatical discipline and flouted the ethical, moral, and social rules that governed the premodern classroom, 
adopting the unruly premodern marketplace as the scene of instruction, teaching readers both the language of the 
multilingual market and the tricks of its trade. Professor Phillips will visit UCLA as CMRS Distinguished Visiting 
Scholar in the Department of English during the week of April 27, 2020. 

Arietta Papaconstantinou (Classics, University of Reading, UK)
Presenting at the conference Law and Communal Identity in the Early Medieval World
January 23-25, 2020 | See conference schedule for details

Arietta Papaconstantinou’s research interests cover the religious, social, and economic history of Egypt and the Near 
East during the transition from the Roman Empire to the Caliphate. She is particularly interested in the evolution  
of Christian communities during the first two centuries of Islamic rule. She likes to mobilize a wide range of sources 
and approaches, from economic to textual and linguistic, using traditional narrative sources as well as archaeology, 
papyrology, and epigraphy. Professor Papaconstantinou will visit UCLA as CMRS Distinguished Visiting Scholar in 
the Departments of Classics, History, and Near Eastern Languages and Cultures during the week of January 21, 2020.

https://cmrs.ucla.edu/events


ANNUAL LECTURES

Richard & Mary Rouse History of the Book Lecture

Thursday, January 16, 2020 | 5:00 pm | UCLA Royce 314
Joshua Calhoun (Associate Professor of English, University of Wisconsin, Madison)
Hydrophilic Archives: Early Handmade Paper in Unstable Environments

The hydrophilic property of paper is both a feature and a bug: it cannot be created without water, and it can be 
easily destroyed by water. This lecture explores the revolutionary, vulnerable qualities of early handmade paper, 
considers the ecological resources we use to preserve the documents, and takes up an inconvenient truth: there is an 
inverse correlation between book preservation strategies and environmental stewardship. The preservation of records 
has an environmental cost which is expected to rise as resources become scarcer. What is the future of archival 
libraries in a changing climate and how do we responsibly and sustainably support the preservation of cultural 
heritages? 

William & Lois Matthews Samuel Pepys Lecture

Thursday, February 20, 2020 | 6:00 pm | UCLA Faculty Center
Angela McShane (Head of Research, Wellcome Collection; Associate Fellow, History, University of Warwick)
Dross? Dunghills? Or Musical Treasures? Rethinking Collectors and Collections of Seventeenth-Century Pop Songs

Pop-music collections are remarkable things: expressing individual taste and evidencing engagement with the 
products of the music industry, they become nostalgic compilations almost from the first moment of their 
construction. Judging how far an individual’s collection represents the popular music scene is relatively simple, 
since charts and catalogues, categorised by genre, ordered by performer, date of release and overall sales, offer a 
comprehensive overview. For the seventeenth century, our knowledge of the newly-burgeoning popular music 
industry has largely been built upon song collections created by the tastes and agendas of a very few known 
individuals including, of course, Samuel Pepys. This lecture explores how the collecting preferences and practices of 
these few men has skewed our understanding of the seventeenth-century popular music industry.

Armand Hammer Art History Lecture

Thursday, April 23, 2020 | 5:00 pm | UCLA Royce 314 
Elizabeth Hill Boone (Professor of Art History, Tulane University)
Spatial Grammars: The Union of Art and Writing in the Painted Books of Aztec Mexico

Professor Boone focuses on the painted books of Aztec Mexico, sixteenth-century documents that some people 
consider to be works of Art and others consider to contain Writing. In this lecture she explores that place where our 
Western conceptions of Art and Writing come closest together. The Aztecs and their neighbors conceptualized writing 
and image making as a single cultural category, one that involved a nonverbal system of graphic communication in 
which images carry their own discourse. This lecture analyzes the graphic vocabulary of Mexican pictography, but 
focuses principally on the arrangement of the images—the spatial grammar—that constructs the message.

 Professor Peter Cowe  (Near Eastern Languages and Cultures, UCLA)
poses a question while History graduate student Richard Ibarra looks on.

CMRS and the Center for Near Eastern Studies will screen the film The 
Ornament of the World on December 4, 2019, at 5:00 pm. This film tells 
the story of a remarkable time in history when Muslims, Christians and 
Jews forged a common cultural identity often transcending their religious 
differences. The film retraces nearly 800 years in medieval Spain during 
which the three groups, managed for the most part to coexist, collaborate and 
flourish. The Ornament of the World takes viewers on a fascinating journey 
through the cities at the center of the story: Cordoba, Seville, Toledo, and 
Granada. With director Michael Schwarz and Professor Eric Calderwood 
(University of Illinois, Urbana-Champaign) in attendance. 



CMRS depends on the generosity of donors for 
program support.  Please make a donation today at 
cmrs.ucla.edu/giving or contact the CMRS office.

DONORS

We are grateful to all those who provide support for our programs 
and research projects. In particular, we wish to thank the members 
of the CMRS Council and the following donors, contributors, and 
co-sponsors for their support during the 2018-19 academic year.

CMRS CounCil

The UCLA Center for Medieval & Renaissance Studies Council was 
established in 1998 as a benefactors group to promote and sustain the 
Center and its activities. For information about becoming a member, 
contact CMRS. Academic year 2018-19 Council members were:

Bradford Bennett Blaine and Mary Anne Blaine
Matthew Brosamer and Bianca Ryan
Christopher Coombs and Charlotte Hughes
Marcia Howard
Andy and Marea Kelly
Sharon D. King and Curt Steindler
V. A. Kolve and Lawrence Luchtel
Frank Lutz III and Linda Albertano
Mr. and Mrs. John C. Pettit
Mary and Thomas V. Pilla
Richard and Mary Rouse
Betty Sigoloff
Blair Sullivan
Emma Lewis Thomas
Patricia and Richard Waldron

otheR donoRS and ContRibutoRS

Thomas A. Cootz
Jill Fontaine
Sasha M. Frizzell
Dr. and Mrs. Stewart Malkin
Sharon F. Marcus
Constance J. Moffatt and John L. Maloney III
Herb Morris
Anonymous contributors

inStitutional ContRibutoRS and otheR SuppoRt

The Ahmanson Foundation
A. S. Thomas Memorial Fund, Inc.
The Huntington Library
The Italian Cultural Institute in Los Angeles
The J. Paul Getty Museum
Sidney Stern Memorial Trust

the RiChaRd & MaRy RouSe hiStoRy of the book leCtuRe SeRieS

The History of the Book Lecture series was established in 1993 
through the efforts of Richard and Mary Rouse for whom it was 
named in 2015. The series provides a venue for internationally 
recognized authorities on medieval and Renaissance books to present 
their expertise at UCLA. Among the topics explored in past lectures 
are manuscript illumination, early book sellers, and medieval and 
Renaissance book collections. The next lecture—the 29th in the 
series—will be presented on January 16, 2020 by Joshua Calhoun, 
Associate Professor of English, University of Wisconsin, Madison. 
His talk, “Hydrophilic Archives: Early Handmade Paper in Unstable 
Environments,” is described on the facing page. The History of the 
Book Lecture series is funded entirely through the generosity of 
individual donors. Contributions are welcomed at any time. 2018-19 
contributors included: 

Barbara L. Braunstein
Linda L. Brownrigg
Thomas Cootz
John and Anna DeVore
Maryanne Horowitz
Dr. Steven and Mrs. Nina Livesey
Maureen McNally
Elizabeth Morrison
John and Patricia Pettit
Paul and Andrea Petzi
Prewoznik Foundation
Richard and Mary Rouse
Peggy L. Stovall
Blair Sullivan
Elizabeth Teviotdale

Additional support for CMRS programs was provided by the 
following UCLA groups: 

The Humanities Division of the UCLA College of Letters & 
Science, Dean of Humanities; Dean of Social Sciences; Executive 
Vice Chancellor and Provost; Center for 17th- & 18th-Century 
Studies; UCLA Library Special Collections; Franklin D. Murphy 
Chair in Italian Renaissance Studies; and, the Departments of 
Art History, Classics, Comparative Literature, English, French & 
Francophone Studies, History, Italian, Near Eastern Languages & 
Cultures, Philosophy, and Spanish & Portuguese.

diSCloSuReS to pRoSpeCtive donoRS

To reduce UCLA’s impact on the environment and printing 
costs, and provide prospective donors with the most up-to-date 
disclosure statements, UCLA has posted this information online at 
uclafoundation.org/resources.aspx?content=disclosures

Left: Members of the CMRS Council meet at the Getty Villa for a private 
tour with Professor Sharon Gerstel (Art History, UCLA) and Associate 

Curator of Antiquities Mary Louise Hart .

Right: Sarah Pearce (NYU), Richard & Mary Rouse History of the Book 
Lecture speaker for 2018.

https://cmrs.ucla.edu/giving
https://uclafoundation.org/resources.aspx?content=disclosures


STUDENT SUPPORT

Last year, CMRS provided $153,000 to support the academic and 
research activities of undergraduate students, graduate students, 
and postdoctoral scholars. CMRS awards fellowships and travel 
grants, hires graduate student researchers, hosts student groups, 
sponsors graduate student conferences, and provides opportunities 
for students to work on publications and other projects. CMRS also 
provides financial and administrative support for classes and seminars 
essential for the preparation of the next generation of Medieval and 
Renaissance Studies scholars. Students looking for funding, classes, 
research experience, or other activities will find detailed information 
on CMRS’s website cmrs.ucla.edu under the tabs “Awards and 
Fellowships” and “Students.” 

Fellowships

The Lynn and Maude White, Jr., Fellowship, named for its donors, 
CMRS’s founding director Professor Lynn White, Jr. and his wife, 
provides a $20,000 stipend to support dissertation research and travel. 
Gina Lorenz, a PhD Candidate in the Department of French and 
Francophone Studies, has been awarded the fellowship for 2019-2020.

Ms. Lorenz’s dissertation, “Humanizing the Clash: Cultures of 
Connection in the Medieval Mediterranean,” compares descriptions 
of cultural encounters and everyday lived experience in first-person 
narratives, in the original French and Arabic, written during the 
twelfth through fourteenth centuries. Taking the “clash of civilizations” 
and the Crusades as point of departure, she focuses on what she 
deems the “micro”:  embodied interfaith interactions as recounted 
through personal observations, anecdotes, and stories. By doing so, 
she highlights the interrelatedness of conflict and exchange and seeks 
to counter reductive East/West binaries that are often reinforced by 
macro, event-driven histories.

The George T. and Margaret W. Romani Fellowship is awarded to 
an outstanding graduate student, who has expressed a commitment to 
pursue studies in some aspect of the Middle Ages or Renaissance and 
who is studying under the mentorship of a CMRS faculty member. 
Candidates for the award must be nominated by their department 
chair. This year’s CMRS Romani Fellow is Kersti Francis, a PhD 
Candidate in the Department of English.

Ms. Francis’ research focuses on the intersections between magic, 
gender, and sexuality in the Middle Ages and early English Renaissance 
(1100-1600). Her dissertation project, “Queer Magic: Sodomy, Sin and 
The Supernatural in the Later Middle Ages,” investigates discourses of 
naturalness vs. unnaturalness in medieval understandings of sodomy, 
magic, and gender. By examining a selection of twelfth to sixteenth 
century Old French, Latin, and Middle English allegories and 
romances through the lenses of queer, feminist, and gender theory, she 
argues that medieval writers and thinkers used the super/preternatural 
to experiment with those gender performances and sexual appetites 
that contemporary theologians designated as sins contra natura.

The Ahmanson Research Fellowships for the Study of Medieval 
and Renaissance Books and Manuscripts support the use of the 
medieval and Renaissance monographic and manuscript holdings in 
UCLA Library Special Collections. The fellowships are awarded to 
graduate students or postdoctoral scholars who need to access these 
collections for graduate-level or postdoctoral independent research. 
Recipients receive a stipend of $2,500/month for fellowships for 
up to three months. The fellowships are made possible by a gift 
from the Ahmanson Foundation. They are jointly supported and 
administered by CMRS and UCLA Library Special Collections. 
Demetra Vogiatzaki, a PhD Candidate in the History and Theory of 
Architecture at Harvard University, will visit UCLA for three months 
during winter quarter 2020 as an Ahmanson Research Fellow. Emily 
Mayne, PhD, a Research Associate at the University of East Anglia, 
Norwich, will come to UCLA as an Ahmanson Research Fellow for 
one month in the spring 2020.

The LAMAR Summer Research Fellowships are awarded by the 
LAMAR Consortium, directed by CMRS Director Professor Zrinka 
Stahuljak. The Consortium is made up of faculty members specializing 
in the study of Late Antiquity, the Middle Ages, or the Renaissance, 
hence its name. This past summer, Kersti Francis (English), Misho 
Ishikawa (English), and Anne Le (French & Francophone Studies) 
received LAMAR Summer Research Mentorships. The LAMAR 
Consortium also offers annual classes at UCLA that focus on research 
methodologies and other topics relevant to Late Antique, Medieval, 
and Renaissance Studies (see CMRS Seminars on facing page).

Kersti FrancisGina Lorenz

https://cmrs.ucla.edu/awards-fellowships


Travel Grants

CMRS Conference Travel Grants enable UCLA graduate students 
to attend conferences, symposia, or professional meetings to present 
research or scholarly papers on any topic in the field of Medieval and 
Renaissance Studies. Last year, eleven Conference Travel Grants 
were awarded making it possible for students to present papers at 
the International Medieval Studies Congress, in Leeds, UK; the 
Annual Meeting of the Archaeological Institute of America, in San 
Diego; the Annual Meeting of the Renaissance Society of America, 
in Toronto; and the 54th International Congress on Medieval Studies 
at Western Michigan University in Kalamazoo; and the conference 
“Commentaries Read Horizontally: Towards a Sociological Approach 
to the Study of Commentaries in the Islamicate World” in Bonn.

CMRS also offers Research and Study Travel Grants that provide 
funding for UCLA graduate students to travel within the US or abroad 
for the purpose of research in any area of Medieval and Renaissance 
Studies or to attend an educational program or class directly related to 
the student’s academic training in Medieval and Renaissance Studies. 
Five of these grants were awarded during the last academic year. 
Four students traveled abroad for archival research: Jonathan Bellairs 
(English) traveled to London; Adriana Guarro (Italian) to Florence 
and Mantua; Richard Ibarra (History) to Seville and Madrid; Rafael 
Jaime (English) to Paris. Roxanne Radpour (Materials Science and 
Engineering) went to Cyprus for archeological research.

Graduate Student Employment

CMRS hires Graduate Student Researchers (GSRs)—more commonly 
called Research Assistants—annually and for grant-supported 
research projects. These positions provide UCLA graduate students 
with much needed financial support, as well as an opportunity 
to work closely with faculty members on research projects and 
publications often in disciplines other than the student’s own. Such 
mentoring broadens the student’s appreciation of the cross-cultural 
and interdisciplinary nature of Medieval and Renaissance Studies. 
This breadth of experience is especially valuable at a time when the 
academic job market favors graduates who have expertise in more 
than one specialty. CMRS GSRs during the 2019-20 academic year 
are Richard Ibarra, PhD Candidate in History; Valerie Lunardi, a 
second-year graduate student in Indo-European Studies; and Tania 
Varela, a PhD student in Spanish and Portuguese. 

CMRS Seminars

CMRS Seminars give UCLA students an opportunity to meet and 
interact with prominent authorities in the field of Medieval and 
Renaissance Studies. These classes receive funding from CMRS to 
bring distinguished scholars to UCLA to participate in seminars 
and symposia, to present lectures, and to have informal discussions 
with students and faculty. Two classes have been designated CMRS 
Seminars for the 2019-20 academic year. During the fall quarter, 
Professor Barbara Fuchs presents the CMRS LAMAR Seminar, “Early 
Modern Empire and the Cultures of Encounter” (English 246). In 
the winter quarter, Zrinka Stahuljak will teach the seminar “Gifts 
and Gift Exchange: Circulation, Debt, and Disinterest” (French 
215) which will focus on major texts in anthropology, sociology, 
philosophy, and economy while medieval textual and visual arts serve 
as primary sources.

California Medieval History Seminar

The California Medieval History Seminar fosters intercampus 
networking and intellectual exchange by acquainting participants 
with historical research in medieval studies currently underway in 
California. Its primary mission is to sustain the quality of scholarship 
in medieval history at the University of California at a time when 
program and funding reductions are making it increasingly difficult 
to maintain a full cadre of outstanding medieval historians on each 
campus. Since 2010, CMRS has been the exclusive source of funding 
for the program. The Huntington Library in San Marino generously 
provides a room for the Seminar three times a year in the Library’s 
research center. Each quarter, faculty and graduate students from 
throughout the UC system and other California universities gather 
at the Huntington Library to discuss four pre-distributed papers 
(two by faculty members, two by graduate students). Presentations 
are organized by Professor Piotr Górecki (History, UCR, and CMRS 
Associate) who is the Seminar’s Director.

Medieval and Early Modern Student Association

CMRS provides support for MEMSA, an interdisciplinary student 
organization that aims to foster connections among graduate students 
studying late antiquity through the end of the seventeenth century. 
MEMSA hosts panels on professional development, scholarly 
topics, and research methods; offers workshops and mock exams; 
and organizes extracurricular activities. For 2019-20, Kersti Francis 
is the coordinator of the group. To be added to the MEMSA email 
announcement list, please write to memsa.ucla@gmail.com.

UCLA PhD in History Kristina Markman (right) with some of her students and 
their poster projects at last years’ CMRS Open House.

mailto:memsa.ucla@gmail.com


CMRS PUBLICATIONS

Viator: Medieval and Renaissance Studies
Viator, CMRS’s scholarly journal, publishes articles of distinction in any field of the Middle Ages and Renaissance, viewed broadly as the period 
between late antiquity and the mid-seventeenth century. The journal gives special consideration to articles that cross frontiers, focus on meetings 
between cultures, pursue an idea through the centuries, or employ methods of different disciplines simultaneously, while remaining accessible to 
the non-specialist reader. The editor of Viator is Distinguished Research Professor Henry Ansgar Kelly (English, UCLA). The managing editor is 
Dr. Heather Sottong (CMRS, UCLA) and members of the editorial board are Professor Matthew Fisher (English, UCLA), Professor Peter Stacey 
(History, UCLA), Professor Erica Weaver (English, UCLA), and Professor Luke Yarbrough (Near Eastern Languages and Cultures, UCLA). Viator 
is published three times a year by Brepols Publishers, Belgium. Each issue is predominantly in English, with occasional articles in French, German, 
Italian, and Spanish. To order go to brepolsonline.net/loi/viator.

Comitatus
Comitatus: A Journal of Medieval and Renaissance Studies is the CMRS-sponsored journal for and by graduate students and recent PhDs. Articles 
are published in any field of the Middle Ages or Renaissance. Volume 50 (2019) has just been published. This year’s editor is Kersti Francis (English, 
UCLA). The editorial board members are Jeffrey Dymond (History, UCLA), Campbell Garland (Art History, UCLA), Adriana Guarro (Italian, 
UCLA), Robert Iafolla (History, UCLA), Misho Ishikawa (English, UCLA), Anne Le (French & Francophone Studies, UCLA), Rhonda Sharrah 
(English, UCLA), and Rachel Daphne Weiss (Art History, UCLA). The annual journal is distributed internationally to libraries and individuals 
and is part of the Project MUSE online collection where digital copies of articles can be purchased at muse.jhu.edu/journal/546.

Cursor Mundi
Conceived as a companion to the journal Viator: Medieval and Renaissance Studies, Cursor Mundi is a publication series of inter- and multi-
disciplinary studies of the medieval and early modern world, viewed broadly as the period between late antiquity and the Enlightenment. Like 
Viator, Cursor Mundi brings together outstanding work by medieval and early modern scholars from a wide range of disciplines, emphasizing 
studies which focus on processes such as cultural exchange or the course of an idea through the centuries, and including investigations beyond the 
traditional boundaries of Europe and the Mediterranean. Individual entries are generally single-authored books of at least 90,000 words in length, 
or multi-authored collections such as Festschriften or groups of articles on a common subject. The series also includes shorter studies, of about 
40,000 words in length, by distinguished scholars on topics of broad interest. The General Editor is Professor Christine Chism  (English, UCLA). 
For more information on individual volumes go to cmrs.ucla.edu/publications/books/.   
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